was partly disarmed by the fact that she herself
sometimes indulged in little outbursts of -wit which
were often amusing, perhaps now and then rather
trivial, occasionally pretty keen, and frequently a
trifle spiteful.

For instance, Vicomte de la G-ueronniere, the au-
thor and diplomat, who had a rather weak character,
was one day thus addressed by the Princess : '' You
are so anxious to hurt no one's feelings, that you are
really all things to all men.''

If any one was ostensibly lacking in deference
towards her, Princess Mathilde sometimes got quite
angry. One day, for example, Edmond About was
guilty of some ill-placed puns before dinner, where-
upon Princess Mathilde, without making any fuss
about it, merely ordered his knife .and fork to be
withdrawn from the table. Edmond About under-
stood the lesson and accepted the punishment. He
obtained forgiveness this time, but when later he
showed himself in the field of politics to be the vio-
lent enemy of that which he had formerly praised,
Princess Mathilde intimated that he need not re-
turn. This was also the fate of the celebrated archi-
tect Viollet le Due, the restorer, among other things,
of Pierrefonds, whom the Emperor and the Gov-
ernment had loaded with favors and who proved
Mmself ungrateful and unfair. She did not forgive
Taine, as has been seen, for his severe criticism of
Napoleon I; nor Sainte-Beuve for having consented
to join the staff of the Temps, a paper which was
very hostile to the Empire. She called on him at
Ms modest home in the Eue Montparnasse and re-
proached him violently for this act. They never met
again. Although Sainte-Beuve wrote to her, she
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